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When they had heard the king, 
they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till 
it came and stood over where the young child was 


* * * * * 
When they satu the star, 


they rejoiced with enknedinia great joy. And when they were come into the house, 
they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: 
and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew 2:1-5; 7-11. 
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The following statement, of great significance at this time, is appear- 
> 
ing in the Christian Observer of December 22nd and is being reprinted 
here with the permission of the editor of the Christian Observer. 


Some Thoughts On Union 


We, the undersigned, have not previous 


public statements in print regarding the n 
union with the 


and the | nited 


organic 


AAR 3 Presbyterian C 


iy made 
itter of 


Church, 


hurch ot 


North America, but now that lecision of suc 
iaTye proportions contronts is . ( wre 
have agreed to the statement below 
— ee ee 
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|. Affirm our belief in the Church | ersa 
2. Affirm our responsibility fo world-wide 


witness. 


that the Civil War in any 


anything to do with the question 


> 
3. Deny 
perore 


4. Recognize that there are hundreds 


isters in the U. S. A. and U. P. Chu 
whom we have close kinship of purpos 
trine. Furthermore, we approve our Chu 
tom of honoring the ordination of rn 
deacons and ministers the other two ( 

But wh his . ve 
rour facts 


|. Some of us have traveled wide 


ougho 
our denomination in recent years, and while ther 
is evidence or sentiment nm Tavor ofr unio! nuch 
ot it earnest and zealous. we h te an\ 
semblance of a rising Church-wide poy demand 
for the union, but quite the contrary, we have 
found much apathy, indifference and opposition. 
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program, none of our courts as now constituted 
will ever speak. 


We seriously doubt the constitutionality of such 
a procedure. We do not see how we can commit 
to a Church court as yet not formed all matters 
of policy having to do with such essential areas 
of our Church life as stewardship, the control of 
our colleges, basic policies in our world missions 
enterprise, and the whole philosophy of home mis- 
sions and church extension. To follow the pro- 
cedure recommended in the plan is in effect to turn 
over all these matters to a foreign court, and this is 
unheard of in Presbyterian polity. 


4. The Bible does not call for such a union. 
John 17, the high priestly prayer of our Lord, 
speaks of the union of all believers. But in our 
judgment the reference is to a spiritual union which 
even now exists among all Christians. If, as some 
say, it refers to organic union, we cannot see any 
logical reason for it to stop with the present pro- 
posed union, but would include all other bodies 
that call themselves Christian, and to this we can- 
not agree. 


For these reasons we oppose the proposed union. 


In conclusion, we wish to make clear our regard 
for our brethren in these two sister denominations 
and our desire to co-operate fully with them in all 
matters of mutual interest and concern; but we 
believe, for these and other reasons, that the work 
of the Kingdom of God can prosper better if we 
remain separate. 


Signed : 


Vernon Broyles, pastor North Avenue Presby- 
terian church, Atlanta, Ga. 


Marc C. Weersing, pastor Central Presbyterian 
church, Jackson, Miss. 


J. Wayte Fulton, Jr., pastor Shenandoah Pres- 
byterian church, Miami, Fla. 


Albert Grady Harris, pastor First Presbyterian 
church, Macon, Ga. 


W. F. Mansell, pastor 
church, Vicksburg, Miss. 


A. W. Dick, pastor Second Presbyterian church, 
Memphis, Tenn. 


James Sprunt, pastor First Presbyterian church, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


D. H. Edington, Judge, Mobile, Ala. 


First Presbyterian 





Ferguson Wood, pastor First 
church, Johnson City, Tenn. 
Francis J. Brooke, Jr., pastor Sinking Spring 
Presbyterian church, Abingdon, Va. 
McFerran Crowe, President Belhaven College, 
Jackson, Miss. 
—Reprinted 
Dec. 22, 1954. 


A Reply To Dr. 
Harrison Ray Anderson 


Many ministers in our church have recently re- 
ceived a mimeographed letter from Dr. Harrison 
Ray Anderson of the Fourth Church in Chicago, 
pleading for union. 


Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., of Hopewell, Virginia, 
has written Dr. Anderson and sent this office a 
copy for publication. We rejoice in the fine spirit 
of this letter and in the clear presentation of reasons 
why union at the present time and under present 
conditions is impossible —Ed. 


Presbyterian 


from the Christian Observer, 





Hopewell, Va. 
West Enp PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Wo. E. Hit, Jr., Pastor 
Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, 
126 East Chestnut Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 
Dear Dr. Anderson: 

Thank you for your gracious and very moving 
letter. Though I assume this letter has gone out 
to all the ministers of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, yet none the less do I appreciate your 
fine spirit and your concern in this matter. 


Many years ago I was in Chicago for a few days 
and had the privilege of worshipping with you 
in your church. It was a pleasant and helpful 
experience. 


It is good to know of your family ties with the 
South and of your kindly feeling toward those 
who live in the South. You may rest assured that 
this feeling is mutual. Please do not feel that any 
of us in the South, even though we may oppose 
Union, have anything but feelings of warmest 
regards for our brethren in the North. We do 
not look upon these negotiations as a_ sectional 
matter or one to be settled on a geographical or 
historical basis. What your grandfather did or 
my grandfather may have done has long since 
ceased to be a matter of concern or of difference 
between us. 


Please understand there is no prejudice in the 
South among Christian brethren against our 
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brethren in the North because of differences that 
arose during the period of the Civil War. Though 
your apology is most deeply appreciated, we have 
long since ceased to feel that it was necessary. 
Dr. Green is correct in saying that “it was sin 
which kept us apart and that sin was not all on 
one side.” It may be added, however, that that 
sin which kept us apart has long since ceased to 
be a factor in our remaining apart so far as the 
Southern Church is concerned, if I understand 
the feelings of my brethren. 


I may say, too, that we all recognize our one- 
ness in the past theologically, and in the South 
we all deeply respect Dabney, Thornwell, Wilson, 
and Hodge. The point of difference lies in the 
fact that we in the South, many of us, sincerely 
doubt that the majority of the leaders of the church 
in the North really believe the theology of Dabney, 
Thornwell, Wilson and Hodge. If we could be 
convinced of the fact that you do, there would be 
no issue between us. I have no doubt that almost 
all of the officers and ministers of your church 
“worship Christ as Divine Lord and Saviour and 
believe that He died on the cross for them.” Such 
a statement, however, is open to many and varied 
interpretations which may be a far cry from the 
Westminster standards. If we felt that you 
brethren, for the most part, believed in the in- 
terpretations of Dabney, Thornwell, Wilson, and 
Hodge rather than the interpretations of Barth, 
Brunner, Tilleich, and Neibuhr (not to mention 
Henry Sloan Coffin), we would certainly join 
hands with you in spite of other points of difference. 
Of course, there are a number of our Southern 
brethren who also follow the liberal or Neo Or- 
thodox theology, but they are definitely in, the 
minority. They do not control our church, and 
therefore, at least for the time being, are not any 
considerable factor in the molding of the policies 
of our church. 


Please try to understand that our major objection 
to Union is not on the basis of what has happened 
in the past with reference to the disrupting of our 
churches and our nation in the period of the Civil 
War. It is not a matter of present geography or 
sectional pride. It is not a matter of being opposed 
to the principal of Union. It is the matter of con- 
victions concerning the authority of the Word of 
God and the teachings of the Scriptures. 


I admit, of course, and am ashamed that there 
are some few in the South who are opposing Union 
on the grounds of an imagined connection with 
“segregation” or “integration,” and perhaps some 
few who oppose Union on the grounds of imagined 
implications in the field of industrial policies, your 
church being a church which emphasizes central 
control and our church being one which emphasizes 
local control. The two former groups can be swept 
aside on the grounds that their motives are un- 
worthy and that they are small minorities. The 
latter could be overlooked or adjusted if it were 
not for the main issue above stated. 
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My brother, please do not misunderstand me 
and please do not feel me to be discourteous in 
saying so, but if your church could see its way 
clear to repudiate the Auburn affirmation, it would 
do more good than all the apologies you could ever 
make concerning the Civil War. The clarifying 
of your church’s position on the authority of the 
Word of God and the absolute necessity of the 
acceptance of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Word of God by the ministry and eldership of 
your church, would open the way to sweeping 
aside all other considerations. To simply say that 
you accept the Westminster Confession just as 
we accept it, is only a half truth. We accept it 
literally as our forefathers who wrote it accepted 
it. Many of your leaders have made it absolutely 
clear that you are unwilling to accept it in this 
way. To make Union effective, there must be 
unity. We have unity of spirit. That is sufficient 
for cooperation. That is sufficient for love. That 
is sufficient for mutual fellowship (all of which 
I believe we now possess at least in a measure). 
That is not sufficient, however, for organic Union. 


What the future will be, I do not know. I 
rather think that organic Union is inevitable and 
that if it does not come now, it will come eventu- 
ally. The group in our church who favor Union 
is growing and Union will come, but when and 
if it comes, it will mean only additional heartache 
and division, because the Southern Church will be 
split wide open. Unless your church changes its 
course and our church changes its course, ultimately 
the conservatives from each group will drop out 
and form a larger conservative group or a number 
of little splinter conservative groups. None of 
this is desirable. It is heartbreaking to think of 
it. One has, however, to face the facts “the hand- 
writing is on the wall.” 


The only thing that will ever reunite us in both 
heart and faith will be a soul shaking revival that 
would sweep our church and yours, bringing us 
all back to that kind of generosity, love, and kind- 
ness which you yourself exemplify and that sort 
of theology which our forefathers believed and 
preached. I am not reactionary. I do not look 
only backwards into the past, but truth is truth 
whether you reach toward it in the future or dis- 
cover that you have departed from it in the present 
and have to go back into the past to pick it’ up 
before you can again proceed into the future. 


May God grant that the day may come—even 
in our day—when we all shall experience this 
soul shaking revival that shall make us one in Him. 
You will pardon me if I express this opinion; that 
the discord, argument, and distraction from the 
main task which is being caused by this agitation 
for Union is not producing an atmosphere con- 
ducive to revival. However, God can yet over- 
come and bring us not only to unity of Spirit but 
also to unity of Faith. 


May I extend to you and to all our brethren 
in the North, the right hand of fellowship and 
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offer a prayer that God in His overruling provi- 
dence may have His way with all of us, and grant 
to us the spiritual revival which is so sorely needed 
in our church and our land. 


Sincerely yours, 


Wm. E. Hill, Jr., Pastor, 
West End Presbyterian Church. 





Still They Come! 


Although we believe in a spiritual unity of all 
those who are in the Body of Christ, regardless 
of denomination, race, or geographical location, 
and although we rejoice heartily in the Christian 
faithfulness of our brothers in Christ wherever 
they may be, we, the session of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Chattanooga, Tennessee, believe 
most sincerely that the cause of Christ’s great king- 
dom can best be furthered in the hearts of men 
by the continuation of our beloved Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. (Southern), which is now making 
the greatest testimony in her history of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit. We believe that an absorption 
of our beloved church into a larger body will bring 
about a lessening of spiritual unity, a diversifica- 
tion of basic ideals and beliefs, and therefore a 
diminution of Christian fervor and a grieving of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Therefore, Be It Resolved that the session of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, wishes to make it known that this 
session does not favor union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian 
Church. Further be it resolved that this church 
urge the Knoxville Presbytery, of which the First 
Presbyterian Church is a member, to oppose the 
plan for such a union. Further be it resolved that 
this resolution be published in the church bulletin 
and be sent to the church papers of our Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 

Moderator, James L. Fowle 


Clerk, J. R. Teal 





Still They Come! 
Three In A Bunch 


By a unanimous vote, the Sessions and Congre- 
gations of the Mikesville, Melrose and New Hope 
group of churches of Suwannee Presbytery voted 
against the proposed Union. L. H. Eikel, Pastor. 
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Enjoying God 


The second part of man’s Chief End is “to enjoy 
Him forever.” Does this statement find general 
acceptance, or is the enjoyment taken as the result 
of the first part, the assumed chief end, viz., to 
glorify God? 

Properly see first that either to glorify or to 
enjoy God, whether now or/and forever, requires 
not only that there shall be a God regarding Whom 
such exercises can be effected, but also a just and 
adequate view of such a Deity. These both, the 
Scriptures, on the one hand reveal, and on the 
other, afford. 


The second part of this dual aim of human life 
is not contradictory of the first. Supreme regard 
for the glory of God could never be opposed to 
man’s highest good, even though different from 
the philosophers’ summum bonum. Surely God’s 
glory and our true satisfaction in life are consistent 
and inseparable, even so, being different. Indeed 
while promoting God’s glory, whether in service, 
praise, prayer, or giving, those who center their 
lives in such functions, will not be surprised to 
discover that they are thus amplifying their own 
good, heightening their own satisfaction, enlarging 
their own horizons, multiplying their own joys. 
And by further step, we may conclude that the 
very, if not the sole method by which a man’s 
fullest satisfaction can be realized, is by that man’s 
putting first the glory of God! He brings 
Heaven’s richest blessings to us in no other way. 


This leads to the thought that every command, 
injunction, statute, law, and precept of Scripture 
was given directly if not solely for the specific bene- 
fit of those to whom each was given. For this, “His 
commandments are not grievous.” We therefore 
enjoy God by the very same means by which we 
glorify God. Enjoying is subjective, as glorifying 
is objective. So a subjected soul makes for God’s 
objective glory. When the Apostle Paul or any 
believer brings all into subjection to the Christ, 
he glorifies the objective, the “end”-of-all-things, 
God. If therefore we aim at the enjoyment of 
God, we shall in so doing also glorify Him. He 
desires that man shall have fullness of joy—such 
as is found at His right hand. He wishes man to 
know pleasures forevermore,—those realized only 
in His presence. Therefore, for the man who 
knows by experience, being a door-keeper in the 
house of the Lord, is desirable over dwelling in 
the tents of wickedness. 


Do we know the thrill, the thorough satis- 
faction, the peace, comfort, joy, security, that are 
the patent rights of the members of the family of 
grace? If so, it is by the route of obedience to 
yod’s laws, exercises of Divine worship, public 
and private, appreciation of all things good, beauti- 
ful and true, communion with our God. In these, 
our chief end, we do glorify God. And such 
enjoyment is forever. The world cannot give 
them; the world cannot take them awAy,—our 
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portion forevermore. ‘Therefore cries the sacred 
writer: “O taste and see that the Lord is good.” 
And therefore heart and flesh cry out for the living 
God; and again, the soul longs, even faints for the 
courts of the Lord. 

But no aim in life is independent of effort. We 
gain goals by perseverance, practice, diligence, dis- 
crimination. The violent take it by force. Especial- 
ly so is it with the chief end of man. He that 
seeketh findeth. He that asketh receiveth. He 
that knocketh, to him it is opened. Let us then 
enjoy God by the means of enjoying His creation,— 
sun-rise, sun-set, flowers, birds, wind, sun, rain, 
food, drink. Let us enjoy God in enjoying His 
people, His praises in the sanctuary, His Word, 
His Sacraments, prayer. Let us enjoy God through 
enjoying His gifts,—music, imagination, memory, 
communion with Him, faith, hope, love. In and 
through the temporal and material, we are led into 
the enjoyment of the eternal and spiritual. And 
in such enjoyment is our chief end; it is by the 
proper use and true appreciation of these that 
man glorifies God. So, glorifying and enjoying 
coalesce. 


At no time in the year can we more appropriate- 
ly begin, or having begun, to experience actually 
the matchless thrill of life’s highest objective than 
at Christmas. Here, God’s coming to earth for 
man’s sake, reminds us above all other things and 
times that all which is concluded under the head 
of God is found supremely in God. This the 
Psalmist really says in 16:2. So say we. 


Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
All his pomp and boasted show. 
Solid joys and lasting treasure 
Only Zion’s children know. 


—R. F. G. 





Does It Depend On 
Whose Ox Is Gored? 


We are all familiar with the story in Aesop’s 
Fables of the difference in the attitude taken by 
the lawyer when he thought it was the farmer’s 
ox which had gored his ox, from that taken by 
the same lawyer when he was more correctly 
informed that it was rather his ox that had gored 
the farmer’s ox. And under the white light of 
God’s holy eye, each one of us and each side in 
the current discussion may well admit that there 
is something of the perverse lawyer in each of our 
hearts. Dear brethren of the pro-Union side, you 
are quick to see our ox gore yours; we are quick 
to see yours gore our ox. Would that we might 
each see our own oxen when they go a goring! 


Our current concern is over the charge that 
the anti-union forces have disregarded the General 
Assembly in voting ahead of the time schedule rec- 
ommended by the 1954 Assembly. There is truth 
in the charge. Twelve presbyteries have voted on 
the isstie, eleven of them voting against union. 
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Obviously, the anti-union votes were largely re- 
sponsible for the time of these actions. But the 
fact that one presbytery voted pro-union indicates 
that some union men also “jumped the gun” in 
this matter. Moreover, it is reported that the de- 
cisive word on when to vote was spoken in the 
first presbytery which voted, that is, East Ala- 
bama, not by an anti-union but by a pro-union 
pastor, namely, the esteemed Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Montgomery. Further, 
the Assembly action was only a recommendation. 
The Synod has authority to direct the Presbytery 
to meet at a specified time and act on a specified 
matter; but the Book of Church Order does not 
give this authority to the General Assembly. 

On the other side of the picture we anti-union 

people have been and are concerned that there 
has been disregard of the action of the 1953 Gen- 
eral Assembly directing: 
“There shall be complete freedom of discussion 
of the plan in presbyteries, or open meetings, and, 
where open discussions are planned there shall 
be an opportunity afforded for those of divergent 
viewpoints to express their opinions, if they so 
desire; representation for either side to be of the 
choosing of that particular side.” 


Now this action of the 1953 Assembly was a 
unanimous action; while the “time” action of the 
1954 Assembly was only a majority, that is, a 
“partisan” recommendation. 


In regard to not allowing each side a full and 
ample hearing, there have, no doubt, been mis- 
takes on both our sides. Yet were all the facts 
known, I believe that the record would show that 
the pro-union forces have far more generally failed 
to regard the direction of the 1953 Assembly as 
to open hearings with each side choosing its speaker 
and each being given equal consideration. In many 
places any discussion has been frowned upon, sup- 
pressed, delayed, and only permitted when there 
was strong pressure from anti-union men. It is 
reported, that one prominent pro-union pastor 
scheduled addresses in sundry small churches in 
his presbytery in which he was to present both 
sides of the issue! Brethren of the pro-union side, 
look into the provision on complete freedom of open 
discussion with each side choosing those who shall 
represent that side—before you make too much of 
the anti-unionists who have not followed the rec- 
ommendation on the time schedule. Is a majority 
action on your side of the issue worthy of higher 
regard than a unanimous action which favors our 
side? 

It is reliably reported that the pro-Union 
forces tried to get the undivided St. Johns Pres- 
bytery to vote on the union issue December 11th; 
but were defeated in their efforts. —W.C.R. 





“Peaceful Co-Existence” 
The Road To Ultimate Tragedy 


If, in the thesis of this editorial, we are wrong, 
then one man is wrong. But, if we are right, then 
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we as a nation are in the gravest danger, for our 
nation’s leaders are toying with the idea of pro- 
jecting our national and international policy on 
the theory that there can be a peaceful co-existence 
with Russia and the Communist world conspiracy. 


The Children of Israel entered Israel with cer- 
tain definite commands from God. As long as 
they heeded God’s commands their campaigns were 
successful. However, there arose a new philosophy 
which discarded God’s way and settled for a policy 
of peaceful co-existence with the people of Caanan. 


From the day God’s chosen people set out on a 
program of compromise with the evil around them 
this compromise proved a snare which had its 
final culmination in the captivity. 


“Peace” sounds so desirable and a “peaceful co- 
existence” seems so alluring that we are prone 
to forget the fatal compromise involved. At the 
same time we are closing our eyes to the inevitable 
day of reckoning, a reckoning which can mean 
the utter destruction of all that we hold dear in 
life. 


One may hazily enjoy a peaceful co-existence 
close to a rattlesnake but a sudden strike can 
awaken us too late. A man might find himself in 
peaceful co-existence with a man-eating tiger, but 
only so long as the tiger delayed his meal. 


The avowed program of Communism is world 
dominion. To this end they will compromise and 
delay, but never with a change of purpose. For 
this reason no matter of wishful thinking, no pious 
assumption that they have changed their ways, no 
head-in-the-sand philosophy that they may suc- 
cumb to our childish hope for mutual respect will 
in any way cause them to relinquish their plans 
to conquer and rule the world. 


This does not mean that we should go to war 
with the Communist world. But, had the Com- 
munist leaders been convinced that we would go 
to war if necessary and fight to win that war 
(which we did not do in Korea), their plans for 
aggression could have been set back a generation. 


However, at the present time it is abundantly 
clear that they can make their advances in a 
“peaceful” way, here a little and there a little, 
along with a demoniacally clever campaign of in- 
ternational intrigue and internal subversion in 
every non-communist nation. Nothing is further- 
ing this more than our willingness to consider a 
policy of “peaceful co-existence” with these enemies 


of God and man. 


It is right that we should earnestly seek the 
Christian approach to this problem. What is the 
Christian approach? Has not Paul made it abund- 
antly clear when he writes; “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with darkness? And 
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel?” 
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Nothing is more calculated to bring despair to 
the millions in Russia and China who long for 
deliverance from their evil rulers than to see 
America looking with favor on a policy of “peace- 
ful co-existence’ with Communism. It is to these 
people that the world will eventually look to over- 
throw this monstrous evil. 

To that end our greatest single weapon - humanly 
speaking - is to refuse to recognize or do business 
with any Communist nation. This is not fanati- 
cism, nor is it isolationism. Rather it is a recog- 
nition of Communism for what it really is and a 
clear and unequivocal refusal to have any part 
in a compromise with it. 

Not only will the policy of “peaceful co-exist- 
ence” calculated to do harm to undercover re- 
sistance in Communist countries, but it can also 
bring a fatal sense of false-security here at home. 
If Communism is something we can get along 
with abroad then why get alarmed when we learn 
of its infiltration into governmental agencies, labor 
movements, key industries and our great colleges 
and universities? 

The Psalmist warns of the fatal steps involved 
in compromise with evil: “Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful.” 

We are in grave danger of “walking” with the 
Communists, then “standing” with them and finally 
finding ourselves “‘sitting” in their unholy counsels. 

Some day a break will come. Will it take an- 
other Pearl Harbor to bring it about or shall we 
as a sovereign nation make the break ourselves— 
on our own terms and at our own determined 


time? —L. N. B. 





Free Will 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


When a discussion grows excited, there are two 
possible explanations. Excitement may indicate the 
topic is of great importance. Now, in this series 
of articles on the Westminster Confession every 
chapter so far has seemed of great importance; 
and free will is also a matter of importance, though 
it can hardly be of such importance as the previous 
chapter on Christ the Mediator. In the second 
place, excited discussion frequently indicates that 
the debaters are not sure of themselves. When 
contenders have neglected essential distinctions and 
have proceeded beyond their resources, the discus- 
sion can go on endlessly and without conclusions. 
As this has often been the case with discussions 
on free will, it would be wise to see exactly what 
the Confession says. 


“God hath endued the will of man with that 
natural liberty that is neither forced nor by any 
absolute necessity of nature determined to good 
or evil.” Now, what does the Confession mean 
by natural liberty? Does a Presbyterian mean the 
same thing that a Romanist or an Arminian 
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means, when they say that man is free. 
various concepts of freedom ? 


Obviously there are various concepts of freedom, 
and most of them have little to do with the present 
topic. For example, we say today that American 
citizens are free men, but that the victims of 
communistic governments are not free. Freedom 
therefore has a political and an economic sense; 
but that is not what concerns us here. 


More to the point is whether or not the will of 
man is free from his intellect. Theologians in the 
past have discussed this at length. But that the 
will is free from the intellect is not what the Con- 
fession means by natural liberty. Calvin, for ex- 
ample, asserted that ‘the intellect rules the will;” 
Charles Hodge said that man’s “will was subject 
to his reason;” and Robert J. Breckenridge taught 
that our primary conception of will includes the 
notion of its being directed by intelligence. The 
theology behind all this may be a little intricate, 
and the matter is mentioned only to show that 
freedom from intellect is not what Presbyterians 
mean by the concept of freedom. 


Then does freedom, free will, or natural liberty 
mean that man is free from sin? Or, more perti- 
nently, does it mean that man is free not to sin? 
Perhaps an Arminian might claim that man has 
a free will in the sense that he can choose not to 
sin. But the Confession, in the same chapter, sec- 
tion iii, says, ““Man by his fall into a state of sin 
hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual 
good accompanying salvation; so as a natural man 
ns is not able by his own strength to convert 
himself or to prepare himself thereunto.” Some 
Arminians seem to say that a sinner can choose 
to prepare himself for conversion; but the Bible 
says that man is dead in sin and needs to be raised 
from the dead. A dead man cannot choose to be 
raised. 


Freedom from sin, complete freedom, is at- 
tained only in heaven; but even in heaven a com- 
pletely free and undetermined will cannot be found. 
It is equally impossible for the glorified saint to 
choose to sin as it was for the unregenerate to choose 
not to sin. As St. Augustine said, the condition of 
man in heaven is non posse peccare: not able to sin. 
Heaven would be a precarious place if its citizens 
had this sort of free will. 

What then does the Confession mean by the 
natural liberty of the will. The remainder of the 
section quoted answers this question as well as two 
lines can. Man’s will “is neither forced nor by 
any absolute necessity of nature determined.” These 
words were written to repudiate those philosophies 
which explain human conduct in terms of physico- 
chemical law. Although the Westminster divines 
did not know twentieth century behaviorism, nor 
even Spinoza, they very probably knew Thomass 
Hobbes, and they certainly knew earlier material- 
istic theories. That man’s conduct is determined 
by inanimate forces is what the Confession denies. 
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Man is not a machine; his motions cannot be de- 
scribed by mathematical equations as the motions 
of the planets can. His hopes, plans, and activities 
are not controlled by physical conditions. He is 
not determined by any absolute necessity of nature. 


But this does not mean that man is free from 
God. The Confession does not deny, but on the 
contrary explicitly affirms that God controls the 
will of man. To say that physics and chemistry 
do not explain conduct is not to rule out God’s 
grace. Section iv states that by his grace alone 
God enables a man freely to will what is good; 
the Holy Spirit effectually calls elect sinners to 
faith in Christ (III vi); he makes them willing 
and able to believe (VII iii) ; Christ certainly and 
effectually applies salvation to his people (VIII 
vill) ; and similar expressions occur in later chap- 
ters. 


Unless God “governs all creatures, actions, and 
things” (Vi), or “all his creatures and all their 
actions’ (Shorter Catechism 11), he would not 
be actually omnipotent, nor could we be sure his 
prophecies would infallibly come true. An inter- 
esting though obscure case of God’s control over 
the will of men is found in Exodus 34:24. The 
men of Israel are commanded to appear before the 
Lord three times a year. As such an occasion would 
offer an excellent opportunity for an enemy at- 
tack, the Lord assures his people that their enemies 
will not desire to attack at those times. In II 
Sam. 17:14 Absalom chose the worse advice be- 
cause the Lord had planned to defeat the better 
counsel in order to bring evil on Absalom. God 
also caused Rehoboam to adopt evil counsel (II 
Chron. 10:15) in order to fulfil his promise to 
Jeroboam. Better known than these cases are the 
words of Paul in Phil. 2:12,13, “Work out your 
own salvation in fear and trembling, for it is 
God that worketh in you both to will and to do.” 


Man has a natural liberty not acknowledged 
by materialistic philosophy, but Christians should 
never construe that liberty to the detriment of 
God’s omnipotence and grace. 
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God’s Plan For Christmas 


Editor’s Note—The following Christmas meditation was written 
by our Associate Editor, Dr. Nelson Bell, at the request of our Board of 
Christian Education and recently published in Day by Day. We have 
been requested to reprint it in the Journal and have received permis- 


sion from the Board to do so. 


From Eternity 


Scripture Reading—Psalm 2 
“I will utter things which have been kept secret 
from the foundation of the world.” 


—Matthew 13:35. 


God’s plan for Christmas goes back into the 
councils of eternity; for God, being eternal and 
at the same time omnipotent, knew that His earthly 
creation would become separated from Him through 
sin and therefore need a Saviour. Being finite 
we cannot grasp such infinite wisdom and love, 
but it does help for us to remember that God sees 
everything at the same time—the past, the present, 
and the future. Seeing the need of sinful man, 
although the world had not even then been brought 
into existence, God planned then for the first 
Christmas. In this planning His Son, then sharing 
His glory, also participated, so that the event, yet 
milleniums away, became a part of God’s great 
plan for the redemption of mankind. In all of 
this we see the yearning love of the Father and 
the loving obedience of the Son combined to make 
this redemption possible. 





The Creator-Redeemer 


Scripture Reading—Hebrews | :1-14 
“God .. . hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by His Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds.” 
Hebrews 1 :1-2. 

We often speak of our Lord’s coming into the 
world as a babe, on that first Christmas, as His 
first advent. Actually it was the pre-existent Christ 
who performed the creative acts which brought 
the world and all in the world into existence. When 
we read, “In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth,’ we must remember that God per- 
formed His creative work through His Son. So 
we see in His eternal plan this same Son coming 
back into the world which He had created, to 
redeem His lost creation. Years ago a man had 
his watch stolen. He reported his loss to the police, 
and later he was told to accompany a policeman 
to a certain pawn shop. There he saw his watch 
and the policeman told him he would have to buy 
it back if he wanted it. This he did, paying for 
what was really his. He redeemed it. That is what 
the first Christmas means, the coming of the 
Redeemer to redeem His own. 
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He Calls A Nation 


Scripture Reading—Hebrews 11 :8-19 
“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out!” 


Romans 11:33. 


God’s plan for Christmas included the choosing 
of a nation which should be the repository of His 
law and the human channel through which His 
Son would come into the world. Before the time 
of Abraham, God had been dealing with all His 
creation, but with the calling of Abraham He 
began dealing in a special way with a chosen 
nation, Israel. To the Jewish people was com- 
mitted the Law, with its moral code and its cere- 
monial rituals. The former defined that which 
was good and that which was evil; the latter, 
with its multiplied sacrifices, symbolically told of 
the One who was to come and about whom John 
the Baptist exclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” Paul 
tells us that the Law was our schoolmaster to 
bring us unto Christ, and he also tells us this same 
Christ came, according to the flesh, through the 
household of Israel. 


The Human Channel 
Scripture Reading—lIsaiah 7:14-15; 9:6. 


“Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” 


—Matthew 1:20. 


It has been truly said that the most natural 
way in which the Son of God could come into 
the world would be in a supernatural manner. 
This God planned, and through his prophet of 
old He foretold how this was to be accomplished. 
The Virgin Mary was chosen and we are told 
that God’s Holy Spirit overshadowed her and 
the One born was called Immanuel, which means 
God with us. The incarnation can never be fully 
understood by mere man, but in Christ we find 
both God and man existing fully in the same 
Person and it was for this stupendous event that 
God planned. This was decided back in eternity, 
that the One to come was chosen, that the nation 
through which He should come was also selected, 
and even the woman who was to be His mother. 
Of her own submission to this plan we are told 
that she said: ‘““Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 


be it unto me according to thy word.” 








The Divine Link 


Scripture Reading—lIsaiah 53:4-12. 


“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation.’—I1 Corinthians 5:19. 


The depth of the meaning of Christ’s coming 
into the world is beyond human understanding. 
We can only dimly grasp what it was that God 
was doing for us. He is moral perfection, absolute 
in holiness, purity, truth, righteousness, and beauty. 
From Him man has become separated through sin. 
This poses the great dilemma: How can man, a 
sinner, approach God or hope to share in His 
timeless existence? God meets the dilemma. He 
breaks the frightful deadlock by a personal visit 
to this world in the form of His Son. Christ 
became representative man. He deliberately ac- 
cepted the eventual consequences of sin—suffering 
and death—so that any man by the simple act of 
accepting what He has done might become righteous 
in God’s sight. Salvation therefore became a mat- 
ter of believing, not achieving. As we ponder 
these marvelous facts, we begin to realize the true 
significance of the first Christmas. 





The Gift 


Scripture Reading—Hebrews 9:11-17, 25-28 


Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live by 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” 
—I Peter 2:24. 


God’s plan for Christmas envisioned a sacrifice 
which would meet the needs of sinful man and 
conform to the justice of a righteous and Holy 
God. In this One whom He sent we find the 
need met. When we give gifts at Christmas we 
are commemorating this greatest of all gifts, the 
Christ of Christmas. But let us never forget that 
He is also the Christ of Calvary, the Christ of 
the Resurrection, and the Christ who is coming 
again. Christmas takes on its real meaning when 
we think of the love of God which prompted such 
a great gift. As we ponder this love, let us think 
how great man’s need must be—that God Himself 
had to come down to redeem us. The freed slave 
rejoiced at his freedom; how much more should 
Christmas make us rejoice for the coming of the 
One who has freed us for all eternity. 


The Ultimate Objective 


Scripture Reading—Matthew 3:1-12. 





“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.”’—I1 Corinthians 5:17. 


Certainly the ultimate in God’s plan for Christ- 
mas was a renewing of the fellowship between 
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man and God. The coming of the Christ was for 
that specific purpose—to redeem men from sin 
and bring them back to God. Only as we receive 
the Christ Child into our hearts can we enter 
into the real meaning of Christmas, for in Him 
we see the eternal Son of God become flesh to 
open a new and living way for us. It has been 
truly said that with God nothing just happens; 
it is all by design and for the accomplishing of 
His eternal purposes. He saw our need and He 
provided fully and completely to meet that need. 
The Holy Spirit would have us recognize our own 
responsibility and accept the One who came to 
live, to die, and to live again that we might live 
now and forever. 





ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 87 


This Is Very Personal 


Some one has said that “What we need is not 
a greater number of Christians, but a number of 
greater Christians.” To Emerson is ascribed the 
saying that “The best test of the measure of a 
man is in relation to great problems, great tasks 
and great movements. A small man will be over- 
whelmed by them, or else unconscious of their 
presence and significance, and therefore ineffective; 
but a man with red blood in his veins will rejoice 
in that it is his to relate himself to the great things 
God is doing in the world.” 


Likewise it might be said that the best test of 
the measure of a disciple of Jesus Christ is in 
relation to his Captain’s marching orders, the un- 
questioning recognition of His authority and a mind 
and ‘heart keenly sensitive to the peril of souls 
without Christ. 


The Command.—Matt. 28:19 - Mark 16-15 - 
Luke 9:60 - John 20:21. Go - ye - thou - you. 
When God created man He put into him the 
capacity for meeting every requirement that God 
would make of man. Be assured that our Lord 
demands of us nothing which He has not already 
made possible for us to do, and the conditions are 
very plain, so that no man need fail therein. 
We are used to mandates and our natures are such 
that we rather like them; if not human mandates, 
the demands of nature and the recognized physical 
laws about us hold our respect and we yield to 
them more or less comfortably. Everybody likes 
to be “bossed”’ a little anyhow, though one may 
grow restive and sometimes assert independence. 
But the true Christian will recognize at once and 
gladly the command of the Master to go out and 
witness for Him that men may be drawn to Him. 
There is little hope of successful soul-winning 
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unless it is done in the consciousness of an obedience 
to the will and definite command of Jesus Christ. 
One need not think he can go out and do a private 
piece of soul-winning on his own benevolent hook 
apart from the command of the Lord. There would 
be no obedience in that. A large part of faith in 
Christ’s saving power is in the act of obedience to 
His orders. 


The Authority. The personal worker must rec- 
ognize the supreme Authority back of the com- 
mand. “All power is given unto me, in heaven and 
in earth” is the preface which Jesus gave to the 
Great Commission. “Go ye, therefore.” It is not 
so much a matter of witnessing because we love 
the Lord, or because we love lost souls, or because 
we crave reward. All these are fine, but it is a 
matter of MUST. We can but obey. We dare 
not disobey. It is an order coming down from the 
highest Authority. “This is my beloved Son; hear 
ye Him!” Mark 9:7. 








The Urgency. But the Lord does not require 
blind obedience in this case, though He has a perfect 
right to do so. As intelligent beings, with minds 
capable of reasoning, any effort is made more in- 
teresting and enjoyable by the knowledge of why 
it is necessary. The Lord has considerately shown 
us the urgency of reconciling men to God. “For 
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Rom. 6:23. 


Men are dying all about us under the eternal 
curse of unrepented, unforgiven sin. Christ has 
placed in the hands of His servants the remedy 
and said, “Go!” Even while we _ hesitate, 
thousands upon thousands are dying. The urgency 
is great. The imperative need of promptness is 
compelling. Thus we have the Command, the 
Authority and the Urgency of the need. If one 
can intelligently embrace salvation for himself, he 
is competent to comprehend this. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Bible, The Source of Christian Teaching 


Background Scripture: John 20:31;Acts 
8:26-38; 17:10-12; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 
3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:16-21. 
Devotional Reading: Ps. 119:89-96. 


Our Devotional Reading is taken from Psalm 119. This psalm was written to magnify the worth and 
power of the Word of God. In the original each verse of the paragraph marked with the Hebrew letter 
at the top, begins with that letter. Two thoughts are very prominent in the paragraph selected for our 


Devotional Reading: 


(1) The Stability of God’s Word; “For ever, O Lord, thy Word is_settled in 


heaven’, and (2) Its Quickening Power; “I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast 


quickened me.” These two characteristics of God’s 
Word make a good introduction to our study. It 
is very important for the Source Book of Christian 
Teaching to have its origin in Heaven and not here 
on earth. It is mot a record of man’s search for 
God, but a Revelation of God to men here on earth. 
It is necessary, too, for it to have the power to make 
men live again, (quicken them), for men are dead 
in trespasses and sins. 

I. Believing the Bible Brings Life: 

John 20:31 : Acts 8:26-38; 17:10-12. 


I have grouped these three selections under one 
head, for all of them stress the thought of Believing: 
(1) In John 20:31; “But these are written, that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name.” (2) The eunuch to whom 
Philip explained the passage from Isaiah, believed, 
and was baptized by the road side. (3) The people 
of Berea were more noble than those in Thessa- 
lonica, for with readiness of mind, they searched 
the Scriptures daily—therefore many of them be- 
lieved. The Word of God calls for a response 
from the heart of man; that response is Faith; 
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Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God. The critic who comes to the Bible with 
his cold, unbelieving heart, never finds life, unless 
his critical, unbelieving heart is changed. It opens 
its pages and reveals its message to the eye of faith. 


We have every reason to believe the Bible, for 
there is abundant evidence within and without to 
warrant our putting implicit faith in it as the in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice. God never asks 
for a blind, unreasonable faith, but He does expect 
us to come with a ready mind, open and unpreju- 
diced, willing to accept the truth when we find it. 
If we come with such an attitude we will believe. 


Believing brings LIFE. The Written Word 
reveals the Living Word, the Son of God. This 
is life eternal that we might know Thee, the true 
and living God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou 
hast sent. We have life in Jesus Christ: I am 
come that ye might have life, and that ye might 
have it more abundantly; an abundant life here 
in this world, and an abundant entrance into life 
eternal. 
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II. The Bible brings Hope: 
Romans 15:4. 


These things were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope. 


The Bible is full of Facts we should know. In 
the lives of men and women we see how God dealt 
with them, and we learn to be patient; to wait 
on the Lord, not run before Him, or lag behind, 
but walk with Him in sweet fellowship. As we 
thus walk with Him we find comfort for our 
hearts in time of troubles. This gives us Hope to 
brighten our pathway. One of the saddest expres- 
sions used of unsaved people is in these words, 
“without God, and without hope in the world.” 
Hope is an outgrowth of Faith, but is a step fur- 
ther; we believe, therefore we hope, and our hope 
has a solid foundation in the Word of God. The 
Bible is indeed a Book of Hope, and if it were not 
for the glorious promises it contains, and the facts 
and experiences of God’s people, this world would 
be dark indeed. 


III. The Bible brings Salvation: 
II. Tim, 3:14-17. 


Knowing and believing the Scriptures makes us 
wise unto salvation. There are many kinds of “wis- 
dom” in the world: there is one kind which is 
“earthly, sensual, devilish’; there is another which 
puffs us up with pride; there is this third kind 
about which Paul is writing, which makes us wise 
unto salvation. 


‘ 


This is true because the Scriptures are “given 
by inspiration of God.” He is the Author of this 
Book, and He is Infinite in Wisdom. We have 
many textbooks in our schools and colleges. Some 
of them are written by good and learned men, and 
make us wise in the things of this world. The 
Scriptures make us wise unto Salvation; wise in 
the things of the spiritual realm, and fit us for 
the life to come. Notice how “profitable” they 
are. 


For Teaching: the great truths of the Bible are 
to be taught so that we may have a solid founda- 
tion for our Faith and Life. What are some of 
these great foundation Doctrines? For Reproof: 
the Bible warns as well as instructs. It gives many 
vivid illustrations of the dangers that beset our 
pathway, and the snares and traps which Satan puts 
in our way. It “chides us” when we forsake the 
right path and wander off into sin. For Correction: 
it straightens us up when we have become bent 
and crooked. For Instruction in Righteousness; it 
feeds our souls with the food that they need. 


This Salvation is a complete salvation. The man 
of God is to be perfect (complete) thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. Salvation begins 


with Faith, but it is a Living Faith; it works by’ 


love. Good works are an evidence of “Saving 


Faith,” which is more than an intellectual assent 
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to the truths of the Bible. The devils “believe 
and tremble”; the saved man believes and trusts, 
and his faith manifests its true nature by obedience. 

To be wise in the matters of the world means but 
little, for these things become strangely dim and 
unimportant when our time comes to cross over 
the river. In the education of our children let us 
be sure that from a child they learn the Holy 
Scriptures and have the wisdom that comes down 
from above. What will it profit them, or us, if 
they know all about this world and are ignorant of 
the world to come. The things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal; and it is about these eternal realities that 
they need to learn. 


IV. The Bible is “sharper than any two-edged 
sword”: 


Hebrews 4:12. 


This verse gives us a most vivid description of 
the Word of God. It is Living. The Bible is not 
a dead Book, like so many of the musty volumes 
that collect the dust on our book shelves. Some 
one has said that if a book lives for twenty-five 
years it is worth reading. The Bible has lived for 
far more than that many centuries. But this is not 
the real or vital reason for its being a “Living 
Book.” It is living because it is God’s Book, and 
He is the Living God. It is living because it treats 
of subjects that never die, those great and eternal 
themes which concern the soul of man. It is living 
because it imparts life. When Ezekiel was asked 
the question, Can these bones live? he was told 
to prophesy to these bones. The Word, accom- 
panied by the Spirit, brought life to them. 


Active. The Bible works. It will do its work, 
if we “turn it loose.” Dr. Parker was once asked 
about “Defending the Bible.” You do not have 
to defend it, he replied; it is like a lion; turn it 
loose, and it will defend itself. It will not only 
defend itself, but it will become an _ offensive 
weapon to defeat all its foes, and bring victory to 
God’s people. 


“Sharper than a two-edged sword.” It cuts both 
ways; to remove the cancer, and to heal the wound. 
Paul, in writing to the Ephesians about the Chris- 
tian Armor, says that we are to take the “sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” The 
Holy Spirit makes it cut. If we have “an arm 
to wield it, and the skill to use it, we can venture 
upon an angel with it,” as Bunyan has one of 
his characters to put it. Wherever the Word has 
been preached in reliance upon the Holy Spirit it 
has convinced and convicted men. It was true in 
Moody’s day; it is true in our day. It is such 
preaching of the Word under Billy Graham that 
produces results that cause men to marvel. 


It cuts deep. He turns now to things which are 
very close together. It is hard to draw a line of 
division between the “soul” and the “spirit”; be- 
tween the “joints” and “marrow.” 
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Quick to discern. It is not chiefly concerned 
with the outer life; it reaches the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart, for it is out of the heart 
that evil proceeds, and out of the heart are the 
issues of life. All is naked and open to the eye of 
Him with Whom we have to deal. What a privi- 
lege and what an awful responsibility to have such 
a Sword to wield! 

V. “Holy men 
2 Peter 1:16-21. 

What a combination we have in these words! 

“Holy Men”; not machines, but men, yet Holy 
Men. Think of some of these men who wrote 
the Book; Moses, the greatest man of the Old 
Testament, and of History in general; Samuel, 
planted in the House of the Lord; the founder of 
the Schools of the Prophets: David, the sweet 
singer, and man with the tender heart; a great 
sinner, and a greater saint; Isaiah, the great Evan- 
gelical Prophet; Ezekiel, the Spiritual prophet, and 


Holy Spirit”: 





Jeremiah the “Weeping Prophet; Daniel, the 
Statesman-prophet. Turn now to the New Testa- 
ment and think of Paul, and John and the other 
great men. 


These men, by themselves, could have written 
a great book. But these men were not by them- 
selves; they were moved, carried along, by the 
Holy Spirit. He guided them in their thoughts, 
and in their words. How often the expression is 
used, The Word of the Lord came, or God spoke 
these words. Why do I believe in “Verbal In- 
spiration”? It seems to me that there is no other 
way for God to give us an Infallible Book, our 
Rule of Faith and Practice. Surely, it is not hard 
for God to reveal the proper words to men. Some- 
times, in my small way, I “grope for words,” 
and words are given in answer to prayer. Can we 
doubt that God, when revealing to Holy Men the 
truths of His Word, would keep them from using 
the wrong word? 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 26 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Love's Overflow 


Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn: “The Light of God is Falling”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(Since this: program is to consist mainly of Bible 
study, ask all the members of your group to bring 
their Bibles to the meeting. Have some New 
Testaments on hand to be used by those who 
forget their Bibles. Choose the people to lead the 
studies well in advance of the Sunday when the 
program is to be given, and ask them to make very 
careful preparation. A Bible study program is the 
most difficult kind to do well but also the kind 
which can be most meaningful.) 


Our speakers for this program will lead us in 
the study of several passages of Scripture which 
will provide a background of understanding for 
our youth theme for 1955, “Show Proof Of Your 
Love.” We have a feeling that this new theme of 
ours will find abundant support in the Bible be- 
cause “love” is one of the most prominent ideas 
in the Scriptures. 


You probably noticed that the reading of the 
Scripture was omitted in our opening worship. | 
have asked each speaker to read the passage which 
he is to discuss, and I am sure that it will be help- 
ful if all of you will follow the reading and the 
discussion in your own Bibles. 


DECEMBER 22. 
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First SPEAKER: 

Read Matthew 25:31-46. 

This passage speaks of the judgment of nations, 
but we believe that it can be applied just as well 
to individuals. We say a great deal about our 
service to Christ. These words tell us how our 
service to Him should be rendered. We serve 
Christ acceptably when we are lovingly helpful to 
others in His name, and we fail to serve Him 
properly when we neglect other people. We prove 
our love to Christ through service to others in 
His name. It is interesting to note that those who 
had served well were not aware of it, and those 
who had made a miserable failure were sure that 
they had done all that was required. Do you think 
that deeds of kindness must be done out of a spirit 
of love if they are to be acceptable to Christ? 
SECOND SPEAKER: 

Read John 21:1-17. 

In this very familiar passage we find Christ 
telling Peter how love to Himself may be dem- 
onstrated. Three times Peter professed his love 
for Christ, and three times Christ told Peter to 
feed His lambs or His sheep. He evidently meant 
for Peter to prove his love by feeding the sheep. 
Now we know that Jesus was not talking about 
a literal flock of sheep. He had reference to His 
people, those folk who believed in Him as their 
Saviour and who had become His spiritual fol- 
lowers. We know also that Christ is concerned 
with physical hunger, but we believe that He was 
thinking of something far more important than 
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the provision of mere bread and meat when He 
told Peter to feed the sheep. We believe that He 
was talking about spiritual food which is able to 
impart spiritual life and spiritual strength. To 
know Christ is to find spiritual nourishment, and 
to make Him known is to provide spiritual nour- 
ishment for others. What was expected of Peter 
is expected of us. If we will prove our love to 
Christ, we must share our knowledge of Him with 
others. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 
Read II Corinthians 8. 


I am sure that you recognized this passage as 
the one from which our 1955 theme is taken. Paul 
was telling the Corinthian Christians, and all who 
would ever read these words, that we cannot claim 
to love Christ and at the same time be insensitive 
to the needs of others. When this letter was 
written there were Christians in Jerusalem who 
were in desperate need of material aid. Paul urges 
the church at Corinth to come to the rescue of 
their brothers in Jerusalem. He tells them that 
this is an opportunity to prove their love. It is 
made quite clear that the giving ought to be the 
result of Christian concern and not a matter of 
painful duty. Gifts that are made out of a sense 





of obligation are not very satisfactory or helpful 
to anyone, and they are certainly not a proof of 
love. But wherever real love is, it will prove itself 
in active concern for others and their needs, 


FoURTH SPEAKER: 
Read James 2:1-13. 


There is a strong temptation for us to adopt 
the world’s standards of judging the value and 
success of people, but these standards are not the 
way of love. The man who truly loves, honors all 
men as he himself would be honored, without re- 
spect to wealth or position. God’s love for us is 
the model for our love, and God is no respecter 
of persons with reference to their reputations and 
their possessions. We prove the sincerity of our 
love not only in our actions but also in our attitudes 
toward other people. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

As these various Scriptures have indicated, our 
new theme is a very practical one. Let us deter- 
mine that it shall not be a mere slogan which we 
frame and hang on the wall, but a living truth 
which shall burn its way into our hearts that we 
may faithfully reflect the perfect love which God 
has shed abroad in our lives through Christ Jesus. 





Women’s Work 


The Carol of the Ages 





The familiar and well-loved hymn carol “Joy 
to the World!” deserves more than any other song 
of Christmas heritage to be called “the carol of 
the ages.” 


The beauty and strength of its confident music 
as well as the joyous words truly give it universal 
Christmas appeal. 


About eighteen hundred years before the birth 
of Christ, an ancient Hebrew gave expression to 
one of the Liturgical Psalms—this psalm having 
been used in temple worship and ancient religious 
feasts. 


Seventeen hundred and nineteen years after the 
birth of Christ, Isaac Watts, an English hymn 
writer, gave us the words we now sing. They are 
from both the ancient Jewish worship and the 
Christian worship of today. 


The music is taken from different parts of “The 
Messiah,” written by George Handel, a German 
musician. Many parts are identical with the excep- 
tion that they are written in a different key. 


In 1830, an American, Lowell Mason, took 
the phrases from The Messiah and the joyous 
words of Isaac Watts and welded them together. 
Thus the carol of the ages was almost three thou- 
sand years in the making and is a carol of four 


PAGE 14 


nationalities, ancient Hebrew, 
and American. 


English, German, 


And it is a message for the ages— 
“Let earth receive her King.” 
“Let every heart prepare Him room.” 


No more let sins and sorrows grow.” 
“The Lord is come.” 


The Strangest Thing 


Somehow God weaves the strangest things 
Into a pattern fair. 

He took an angel song, a star, 
A Hebrew peasant pair, 

Some shepherds on Judean hills, 
And unknown Wise Men three; 

A stable cold and dark and damp, 
A manger ‘neath an inn— 

And now— 
A weary world kneels hopefully 
Before the Babe of Bethlehem. 

—Author Unknown. 





The Bethlehem Messenger 


A periodical with a spread of 1900 years. 


“Probably the greatest thing that ever happened 
in this village occured today in a rough animal 
shelter adjoining the Bethlehem Inn” . . . be- 
gins the lead story of a “special edition” of the 
Bethlehem Messenger, a unique one-page news- 
paper which describes the Christmas story as if 
it were just off the teletype wires in one of today’s 
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LIKE THESE MEN LIVING CROWDED TOGETHER 


—ESCAPEES FROM BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 
—REFUGEES DISLOCATED BY WAR 


metropolitan newspaper offices. Dr. William B. 
Lowrance, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Port Gibson, Mississippi, conceived of the unusual 
way of presenting the Gospel story and developed 
the paper, which for the second straight year, is 
being published and distributed for use by churches, 
individuals, and groups, 

“Early this morning, your reporter hastened 
to the stable by the Inn to find the young couple 
; ” reads one of the news stories, giving an 
up-to-the-minute, news reporter’s impression of the 
first Christmas. Written as if the event had just 
taken place in the city of Bethlehem, the special 
edition tells the story in many interesting, re- 
portorial accounts. The six-column paper is at- 
tractively prepared, with drawings and _ separate 
stories, all appearing in conventional newspaper 
style. There are headlines, the masthead, an edi- 
torial, and the dateline . . “Bethlehem, Judea, 
December 25, Cica 5, B. C.” There is the “re- 
porter’s” story of the event and the prophecy ful- 
fillment, which makes up the“lead story” under 
a streamer headline. There are interesting “in- 
terviews with Mary and Joseph, and with some 
of the shepherds. And one of the Wise Men gave 


his story. 


Dr. Lowrance, who has copyrighted the publica- 
tion, has already used the Messenger many ways 
in putting Christ back into Christmas. It has been 
used on church bulletin boards and as enclosures 
in Christmas bulletins or Christmas cards. The 
Messenger has been placed on hospital trays and 
distributed to patients. Its author suggests this a 
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Wait 


All that is needed to start the machinery is your 


Waiting FOR THE SPARK 


OF HOPE LIT BY THE U. S. 


REFUGEE ACT OF 1953 


TO BECOME A BRIGHT FLAME 


IN AMERICA 


invitation to a refugee to share the American 
way through an “assurance” of housing and 
employment and a moral commitment that he 
will not become a public charge. 






For full information write 
PAUL B. FREELAND 
OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTERCHURCH AID DEPT. 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


a project for PYF. Young people and children 
have circulated copies by door to door distribution 
to homes around their town. 


The author will send two copies to anyone re- 
questing them for return postage, or will send them 
out for $1.50 a hundred, postage paid. Members 
of First Church at Port Gibson join with their 
pastor in circulating the newspaper. It is a non- 
money-making project, with the purpose simply 
being the “wide distribution of this unique way 
of presenting the Gospel story,’ says Dr. Low- 
rance, 


Individuals and groups interested in using the 
newspaper may write Dr. Lowrance at Port Gib- 
son, Mississippi, for information and orders. 


Let's Give Thanks 


“A room, with facilities for prayer and medita- 
tion, for the use of Members of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives” is being prepared in 
the Capitol, pursuant to H.Con.Res.60. Completion 
of the room (first door to the left off the west 
hallway from the Rotunda) is intended for the 
opening of the 84th Congress, Jan. 5, 1955. 


And Pray 


For the 84th Congress of the United States 
that will open on January 5, that these men be 
moved by God to do only His will as they direct 
the affairs of our government, which affects so 
many people around the world as well as in the 
United States. 
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A Pretty Christmas Story 


Many years ago there lived in England a country 
boy who learned that there was more joy in giving 
his Christmas money than spending it. His name 
was Eben Holden, and this is the story as he told 
it: 


I ’member one year, the day before Christmas, 
my father gin me tow shillin’. I walked all the 
way t’ Salem with it. I went in a big store, whin 
I come t’ the city. See s’ many thing couldn’t 
make up my mind t’ buy nuthin’. I stud there 
feelin’ of a pair o’ skates. They wuz grand, all 
shiny with new straps and buckles. I did want 
‘em awful, but I didn’t have enough money. Purty 
soon I see a lettle bit uy a girl in red jacket lookin’ 
at a lot o’ dolls. She was ragged, an’ there were 
holes in her shoes, an’ she did look awful poor an’ 
sickly. She’d go up an’ put her hand on one o’ 
them dolls’ dresses and whisper: 


“Some day,” she’d say, “some day.” 


Then she’d go to another an’ fun a minnit with 
its clothes an’ whisper, ‘Some day.” Pretty soon 
she as’t if they had any doll with a blue dress, for 
three pennies. 


“No,” says a woman, says she, “the lowest price 
for a doll with a dress on it is one shillin’.”’ 


The little gal she looked as if she was goin’ 
to cry. 


“Some day I’m going to hev one,” said she. 


I couldn’t stan’ it an’ so I slipped up an’ bought 
one an’ put it in her arms. | never’ll fergit the 
look that come into her face then. Wall, she 
went away an’ set down all by herself, an’ that 
night they found her asleep in a dark alley. 
She was holdin’ the little doll with a blue dress 
on. The little girl was held dead with the cold, 
and there was one thing about it all that made 
her famous. She hed took off her little red jacket 
an’ wrapped it with tender care ‘round the little 


doll.” 
“Did she die and go to heaven?” do you ask? 


“No,” said he quickly. ‘She lived an’ went 
there. Ye don’t hey t’ die to go t’ heaven. Ye'’ve 
crossed the boundary when ye begin t’ love some- 
body more’n ye do yourself, if it ain’t nobody bet- 
tern a rag doll.”—Lamps of Worship. 





A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after out of print. New bio- 
work that has been for 


to 
Hteratere. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Church News 


World Missions Receipts 








$2,874,900.00 
1,931,031.15 


Budget for 1954 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 67.16% 

Balance needed for year 943,868.85 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 





The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 1 - Nov. 30, 1954 


THE GENERAL FUND 
Budget for 1954 $ 716,899.00 
Receipts to date 317,654.77 
Percentage of annual budget 


received to date 
Balance needed for the year 


44.31 
$ 399,244.23 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1954 $ 22,000.00 


Receipts to date 11,496.36 
Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 52.26 


$10,503.64 


Balance needed for the year 





Minister of Education 
to First Church. Atlanta 


Atlanta, Ga. — Robert Herndon, Associate Di- 
rector of the Young Adult Department, Board of 
Christian Education in Richmond, has accepted 
a call to become the Minister of Education for 
the First Presbyterian Church here, and will begin 
work January 1. 


Mr. Herndon comes from the Board of Chris- 
tian Education after serving there for three years. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herndon, with their four children 
—a six-year-old son; five-year-old twins, a boy 
and a girl; and a son, three years old—will live in 
Atlanta at 2389 Glenwood St., N. E. 


First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, where 
Mr. Herndon assumes new duties, has 2200 mem- 
bers. Dr. Harry A. Fifield, Jr., is pastor there. 





Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met Wednesday, December 
8th, 1954, in called session in Norfolk, Virginia, 
and received the Rev. William Rowland Cameron 
from the Presbytery of Holston. A Commission 
consisting of the following ministers and elders to 
install him in the Broadmoor Church, Portsmouth, 
Virginia, at 7:30 P.M., January 2, 1955: Rev. 
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Paul K. Buckles, D.D., Rev. Robert Davis, Th.M., 
Rev. Sherwood F. Smith, Rev. James E. Graham, 
Th.D., and Elders Frank F. Quinn of Hampton, 
Virginia, and Newton Powers of Portsmouth, Vir- 
ginia, 


The regular stated session will convene in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Virginia Beach, Vir- 
ginia, at 10 A. M., January 18, 1954. 

—W. W. Grover. 





Precious Gifts 


A longing kindled in the little boy’s eyes and 
a wistful smile crooked his mouth as he sat on 
the living room floor and looked up at the glow- 
ing tree. Torn Christmas wrappings with their 
tinseled tokens still clung to a few gifts around 
the tree, evidences of the great excitement of the 
morning which was hours past. “I wish,” he 
sighed to his father, “I wish it was morning 
again !”’ 


The joy of a material Christmas, the child’s 
gay holiday, is fleeting; and it vanishes soon after 
the last gift is unwrapped. But the gifts of the 
spirit, which are renewed faith in the goodness 
of man and an awakened awareness of the greatest 
promise in all the history of all mankind, bring 
a joy that need not be dissipated so swiftly. 


These precious gifts, this joy may abide with 
us long after the ornaments have been put away 
for the year and the spectre tree has been cast 
into the rubbish. If we but hold them close, they 
will continue to lighten our hearts, brighten our 
way, and keep a carol of gladness singing within 
us the whole year long. Merry, merry Christmas! 
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POPP PLOSOLOOe? 


Order Your Books From 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 


PeLtouset’s Setecr Nores, 1955. W. A. 


Wilde Company. $2.75. 


This is the 8lst annual volume of the oldest, 
most scholarly and most practical commentary on 
the International Bible Lessons for Christian 
teaching. It is edited by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
one of the greatest Christian scholars of our day. 
All 52 lessons in this volume are treated from the 
evangelical viewpoint. The 1955 edition is rich 
in teaching material and organized with great care. 
It is a complete commentary. 





BotH BANKS OF THE River. Argye M. Briggs. 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $3.00. 


This story of the eclipse of the red man and 
of the misdeeds of the white man is an unfor- 
getable and haunting picture. Again Argye Briggs 





DECEMBER 22, 1954 











Order From 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 





has shown that human despair, this time on a com- 
munity scale, can be conquered by the resiliency 
and power of the Christian faith beautifully 
evoked in this story by the forming of the Christian 
mind in a young Indian Chieftain. 





Datty MANNA CALENDAR. Zondervan Pub- 


lishing House. $1.85. 
The 


Here is a calendar with 365 meditations. 
editor is Martin Monsma and the contributors 
are leading ministers from the United States, 
Canada and Great Britain. This daily manna 
calendar could be hung on the wall and read daily 
as a means of spiritual enrichment. 





Devout LIFE. 
$2.00. 


This is a series of twenty practical meditations 
on the Sermon on the Mount. It lays a foundation 
for an effective series of messages based on Mat- 
thew 5-7. Among the many works of Dr. Meyer,. 
THE DIRECTORY OF THE DEVOUT 
LIFE is one of his best. 


THe Drrectrory oF 
F. B. Meyer. 


THE 
Baker Book House. 





THE Practice AND Power OF PRAYER. 
S. Bonnell. Westminster Press. $1.50. 


Dr. Bonnell stresses the fact that prayer can 
become the most important fact in the life of 
modern day persons who are willing to put this 
religious discipline to the test. He says that the 
trouble with most people is that they approach 
the subject of prayer from an academic standpoint. 
He advocates that we abandon wearisome discus- 
sions on prayer and actually begin to pray. Far 
more convincing than a score of arguments in favor 
of prayer is one meaningful experience of what 
prayer can actually accomplish. The seven chap- 
ters in this volume deal with prayer as a limitless 
power in the Christian life. 


John 
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MissionARy HEALTH MANUAL, 
Adolph, M.D. Moody Press. $1.25. 


Paul E. 


This manual is an outgrowth of the author’s 
experiences in China. It has been written from 
the viewpoint of world-wide missions. 





ECUMENISM AND THE BisLe. David Hede- 
gard. The International Council of Christian 
Churches. $2.50. 


The word “ecumenism” is used in order to 
indicate the aim of the book; to discuss the leading 
ideas and principles that form the basis of the 
Ecumenical Movement. The book gives such facts 
as are necessary for the expounding of the ideas 
of the movement. 


The main aim of the book is to study the ideas 
of the Ecumenical Movement in the light of the 
Bible. It was published in Sweden in 1953 and 
has been widely discussed in Scandinavian coun- 
tries. The author’s full documentation, simple and 
direct style and scholarly approach—all combine 
to make this book notable indeed. 





Mount. Charles M. 


$2.50. 


SERMONS From THE 
Crowe. Abington Press. 


The messages in this volume show that the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is still relevant to our day and 
still powerful to move the will. Each sermon be- 
gins with an unusual human-interest story or quo- 
tation. Ministers will find in these pages vivid 
illustrative material for a helpful series of mes- 
sages on the Sermon on the Mount. 





THE SECRETS OF THE 
Johnston. Westminster Press. 


KINGDOM. 
$2.50. 
In this book the author has sought to tell anew 

the story that is contained in the New Testament. 

The first part relates the coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, how He proclaimed to the people of Pales- 

tine the good news of God’s kingdom, what perils 

and adventures He had and how He was betrayed 
and deserted to suffer the bitter passion of the 

Cross, and at last was gloriously raised from the 

dead. 


George 


The second part tells how through the Holy 
Spirit and the chosen apostles Christ continued to 
bring men, women and children into the family 
of His heavenly Father and under His sovereign 
rule. He thinks of the Gospel as the most impor- 
tant story in all the world and his aim is to make 
it come alive for those who read. The book ends 
with the Revelation to John in the rousing words 
of warning, courage and hope for the triumph 


of God’s kingdom. 





PARABLES From Nature. John Calvin Reed. 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $1.00. 


In this volume the author seeks to explain on 
a child’s level some of the parables of Christ. He 
first tells a story depicting the moral of the parable. 
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The parable is then told in story form. As a con- 
clusion he points out what Christ taught concern- 
ing the parable. The author is quite gifted in 
this type of preaching and these stories will appeal 
to children from the age of seven to twelve years. 





PLANNED PREACHING. 
Westminster Press. $2.50. 


George Miles Gibson. 


The author’s purpose in preparing this book was 
to tell how the minister should plan his preaching 
on a comprehensive long-term basis and how to 
avoid the frustrations and failures of a week by 
week hit or miss sermon preparation. He believes 
that one of the greatest areas for improvement in 
the efficiency of the ministry is long-range sermon 
planning. He offers the classic calendar of the 
Christian Year as a suitable framework for sermon- 
planning with suggestions for discrimination and 
incorporating other special days in the sermon year. 
He tells how the preacher may take into account 
the personal problems and local situations bearing 
on his church and community in making his plans. 





CHRISTIANITY and ANTi-SEMITISM. Nicholas 


erdyaev. uilosophical Library. $2.75. 
Berd) Philosophical Library $2.75 


This is a moving and powerful discussion of 
the subject by one of the great thinkers of our 
century. The problem of anti-semitism has existed 
over two thousand years. The problem remains 
a formidable challenge to the conscience of the 
Christian world. 





ARE THE New ‘TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS 


RELIABLE? F. F. Bruce. William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. $2.00. 


This book is a presentation of the evidence for 
the historical trustworthiness of the New Testa- 
ment. Both specialists and laymen may read it 
with interest and profit. The author believes that 
the historicity of the New Testament is a matter 
of first-rate importance to even the ordinary per- 
son as Christianity is closely bound up with it. In 
pursuing his investigation, Dr. Bruce assembles 
the pertinent facts which support the credibility 
of the New Testament on historical and philological 
grounds. He summarizes the most recent research 
on this subject. 
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A World-Wide Vision 


Embodied in the desire to maintain the autonomy and integrity 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. is a nation-wide and a 
world-wide vision for a Presbyterian Church which stands for 
the historic Presbyterian faith without compromise and with 


convictions which are so needed in our world today. 


Presbyterianism, as believed and as practiced in America 
in the early history of our country, can still be a binding and 


strengthening force at home and abroad. 


But, a Presbyterianism which is inclusive in the sense that 
its doctrines are no longer binding, but elective, is not the force 
for righteousness for which, in the past, its name has been 


Synonymous. 


Write for literature which explains why we oppose the pres- 


ent Plan of Union. 
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